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September 2020 
Loving     Worshiping     Learning    Serving,                                                                           

In the name of Christ. 

Itõs just politics, or is it? 

     We are 
officially in 
the midst 
of the 
political 
season.  
For swing 

states, like ours, it comes with an onslaught 
of ads, name calling, and not enough truth 
telling.  It is tempting to get caught up in 
all the emotional energy around political 
arguing or to avoid it at all costs.  With 
either of these extremes we can lose our 
Christian witness because of the way we 
do or donõt engage.  Below are a few 
things I have found helpful in political 

engagements. 

   First, Christians are linked together by 
baptism. This fact makes the Baptismal 
covenant, found on page 302 of The Book 
of Common Prayer, a great starting point. 
Our right to vote is an extension of this 
covenant and one way we can live out our 
faith.  But, if we allow our voting to be the 
only or primary way you live out this 
covenant we will be missing the point of 
the covenant. The baptismal covenant that 
informs our voting, is not a voting 
covenant.  Furthermore, when we put too 
much focus on voting we become 
disconnected in non-election years and fail 
to live up to the daily justice and our 

Christian vocation. 

   Second, research the candidates.  Which 
candidateõs values and policies best fit 
with the baptismal covenant and with 
scripture? If you are overwhelmed with the 
thought of knowing scripture, breathe 
deeply and rely on what you have heard 
read every Sunday.  As you settle on a 
candidate look for those places where 
their policies and actions do not fit with 
your baptismal covenant or scripture.  No 

candidate is perfect, and we must know  

what compromises we are making in 

voting for a candidate.  

   Third, remember that we are Christians, 
not Biden-ians or a Trump-ians. The church 
has a long history of division, but a longer 
history of love.  Most of Paulõs letters are 
written to guide churches through divisions 
by getting them to bring their focus back 
to Jesus.  Paul tells the divided church of 
Corinth, òthese three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is 
love.ó When we focus on Christ we are 
naturally guided by our love for God and 
are more able to love each other, even as 
we engage politics. By focusing on Christ 
and his love the church was and is able to 
come together for worship and 

reconciliation. 

   Fourth, it is inevitable that we will end 
up in heated political conversations at 
some point.  When this happens return to 
that baptismal covenant again, especially 
the part where we say we will, òRespect 
the dignity of every human being.ó This 
includes the candidates and those that will 
vote differently than you will. Sometimes 
in these heated moments, the best thing we 
can be is curious.  Ask question like, òHow 
might someone come to a different 
conclusion than you have? How do they 
see their vote supporting their faith, and 
vise versa? Are you more concerned about 
being right or loving the other person?  
How can I tell this person about the truth 
that I see that differs from theirs?ó  Loving 
others does not mean we donõt speak the 
truth or give our opinion, it does mean that 
we are fully aware and respect the other 

person when we do share our opinions. 

   Finally, and most importantly, know that 
the way you love others is the most 
powerful tool you will ever have.  You can 
be smarter than others, but intellect does 
not change minds the way love does.  You 
can be louder than others, but volume 
does not impact others the way love does. 

We need to each ask ourselves several 
times a day, òWhat would love do?ó and 
return to our baptismal covenant  over 
and over again. 
 
Peace,      Matt+ 
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Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

   creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy                  
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
      was crucified, died, and was buried. 
   He descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, 
     and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, 
  and the life 

everlasting. 

 

Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the 
breaking of the bread, and in the prayers? 

   I will, with God's help. 

Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into 
sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

   I will, with God's help. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God 
in Christ? 

   I will, with God's help. 

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your 
neighbor as yourself? 

  I will, with God's help. 

 Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and 
respect the dignity of every human being? 

  I will, with God's help. 
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Services Bookmarks to help you follow along during outdoor services.  Just cut them out and place in 

your prayer book.  (**Note: Ministry roles are noted on the bookmarks.**) 
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