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 I used to love watching a show 
called, Man Vs. Wild.  In this show, a 
special operations military veteran goes 
into the most dangerous wilderness he can 
find and shows how he survives it. Before 
all the adventure takes place, a curiosity 
draws the audience in.  Why would 
anybody want to go into these places? 
Why would anyone choose to go into the 
wilderness?  
 In Lent we ask a very similar 
question, “Why would anyone choose the 
wilderness of Lent?”  When I think about 
that question I begin to realize that the 
wilderness can be good for us, after all in 
Mark’s gospel we are told, “the Spirit 
immediately drove him out into the 
wilderness” and “And they went away in 
the boat to a deserted place by 
themselves.” So what happens in the 
wilderness? And why would God want us 
to experience the wilderness?  
      Admittedly our wilderness 
experiences will be different. But I noticed 
that life is often bombarded and even 
hijacked with the false doctrine of more. It 
says I will be happier if I have a better 
phone, a bigger car, food that is quicker 
and cheaper, more TV channels, social 
media, cat videos, sports, more 
everything, but never less. Many of us, 
myself included, have become experts on 
packing it in. But here in the wilderness of 
Lent we unpack and wonder if we really 
need all this stuff we have packed in and 
is it in fact beneficial? It is in the 
wilderness of Lent that we separate the 
permissible from the beneficial. Like St. 
Paul urged the church of Corinth in the 
first century saying, “Everything is 
permissible for me" but not everything is 

beneficial. "Everything is permissible for 
me" but I will not be mastered by 
anything.                                     
 Everything in the false doctrine 
of more wants us to think that it is 
beneficial, the best commercials 
convince us of this, but beneficial is 
defined differently in the Lenten 
wilderness. Beneficial becomes a 
relational word rather than a word 
indicating an ease of life. Those that 
have been married know that a spouse 
doesn’t necessarily make things easier, 
but they do make life better. In the 
Lenten wilderness we put things into 
perspective and ask what in our lives is 
benefitting our relationship to God, and 
what is permissible but detracting from 
that relationship? Sometimes there are 
actions and things that were once 
beneficial in this way that are not 
anymore and Lent is the time to let go.  
 
 At this point you are probably in 
the middle of your Lenten journey. How 
is it going? What are you learning? 
What do you like that you have 
changed? What do you wish you had 
done instead? Take a moment and 
evaluate the benefits or lack there of 
thus far. If there is something that may 
make it more beneficial?  Do not be 
afraid to travel deeper into the 
wilderness to find it. This is the 
wilderness we choose for this season so 
that we can live more fully in the 
resurrected life of the next season.  
 
Have a Blessed Lent,  

Matt+  
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March 7 Benevolence  

Sunday 

10am Service of Holy 

Eucharist, virtual. 

March 13 

 

 

 

March 14  Daylight Saving Begins 

10am Service of Holy Eucharist, virtual. 

  

March 17 St. Patrick’s Day 

 

 

March 21 

10am Service of Holy Eucharist, 

virtual. 

11:30am Vestry Meeting via 

Zoom 

 

March 23 Newsletter deadline 

 

March 28  

Palm Sunday 

10am Service 

of Holy Eucharist, virtual. 

5pm Community Meal 

 

Mid Week Study   

Not meeting due to Covid.  

Check weekly emails to 

download a digital copy. 

 

VOLUNTEER 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Community Meals  

Let us know if you would like to host a future 

meal, make dessert, serve.  Signup link is also 

available on Facebook and our website. 

 

Donate to Community Meal    

 

Ready to Volunteer? 

Please contact the Bev Hart at  

419-603-5005. 

March Ministry Schedule 

 March 7 

 

March 14 Marc 21 March 28 

Celebrant The Rev. Walgren The Rev. Walgren The Rev. Walgren The Rev. Walgren 

Acolyte & Lector Randy Speer Randy Speer Randy Speer Randy Speer 

Intercessor & Musician Carolyn Speer Carolyn Speer Carolyn Speer Carolyn Speer 

Altar Christine Polter Bernadette Earhart Christine Polter Bernadette Earhart 
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The Rev. Matt Wahlgren called the meeting to order at 
approximately 11:40 a.m. via Zoom with 15 adults in 
attendance. Those in attendance:  Ken Rutski, Chyleen 
Scott, Denise Sanchez, Beth Hackenburg, Tom Stucky, 
Kay Klein, Rita Bryan, Justin and Hannah Rife, Randy 
and Carolyn Speer, Christine Polter, Bill Young, and 
Tom and Tina Hasselbach.  Tina Hasselbach was 
appointed the Recording Secretary by nomination from 
Bill Young with a second by Justin Rife.  It was passed 
by voice vote. Rita Bryan and Tina Hasselbach were 
appointed Tellers of Election, if needed. Matt opened 
the meeting with prayer. 

 
Kay Klein, as a member of the Nominating Committee 
gave the slate of Vestry candidates as: Carolyn Speer 
and Ken Rutski.  There were no other nominations from 
the floor, so Tom Stucky moved that the nominations be 
closed, and Bill Young seconded. It was passed by voice 
vote.    
 
Tina Hasselbach moved, and Denise Sanchez seconded 
to approve the minutes from the January 19th, 2020 
meeting.  It was passed by voice vote. 

 
A motion was made by Tom Stucky, with a second by 
Bill Young that we amend the By-Laws “that who so 
ever is appointed or elected must be confirmed” to 
“that who so ever is appointed or elected must be 
confirmed at the earliest convenience of the church and 
Bishop”.  This was passed by voice vote.  The reasoning 
for the By-Laws being changed was discussed.  Tom 
Stucky made a motion with a second by Ken Rutski to 
make changes to the printed By-Laws “that Vestry from 
time to time may deem it necessary to appoint 
committee(s) to make amendments to the By-Laws 
during the year”. It was passed by voice vote. 
 
Fr. Matt Wahlgren gave the Priest’s Report, stating that 
Fremont is a different place because St. Paul’s is here.  
He spoke about the march against racism that was done 
peacefully, not by force but understanding.  Due to St. 
Paul’s involvement in the NACCP a Diversity and 
Inclusion Director was hired by the city.  He said that 
many things have happened because our church has 
found other ways to impact the city even though we 
were not able to meet in person.  Our Community Meals 
are continuing, and it has been great to see our 
neighbors and be more “neighborly”.  That is beautiful! 
To continue to reach out to others since we were not 
able to meet in person and that was a big step to form 

a deeper community family.  Since being in service was 
not an option for most of the year through technology 
people have checked us out and made viewing services 
possible.  Our Diocese also believes in our church.  We 
were given $65,000.00 to help us along with clergy 
compensation support and because of that we did not 
need to take any money from our Foundation in 2020.  
They will also be giving us $65,000.00 again this year. If 
we again receive a gift of $10,000.00 after the first of 
the year from Gary Shilling, we will only need to draw 
$18.00 from the Foundation which Denise Sanchez said 
she will pay!  Pledges went up and as we move forward 
Matt is hopeful for 2021.  Matt feels that the strongest 
part of our church is the love people receive as they walk 
through our doors. He also feels music is a great part of 
our service.  Because of Covid, strength was taken from 
us, but our people still made great things happen. He 
looks forward for us to love people face to face with all 
the strength we have in 2021. 
 
Carolyn Speer feels her position as Sr. Warden is to 
support and be a helper to the priest. She has gotten so 
much joy from helping Matt and being on this journey and 
him and everyone at church.  She was grateful to be at 
the Hasselbach home for services while the weather was 
good when we were not able to be in church due to 
Covid.  It was great to see it all come together with the 
Alter Guild, a sound system and music where we could be 
out in nature’s beauty with the birds singing.  She was 
thankful to Beth for keeping supplies ordered and for 
painting the Parish Hall during Covid. She is grateful for 
the Bishop’s safety guidelines during this pandemic and 
that Matt follows them.   She also thankful to Roger and 
Bev Hart for taking over the Community Meal Co-
Ordinator position.  She feels that things fall into place 
because of all the love our church has.  She and Matt both 
wish to thank Beth and Art for all their hard work at 
keeping up our building.  Carolyn says:  Hats off to Matt!! 
 
Tina Hasselbach gave the Jr. Warden and Building & 
Grounds report.  She said last year she took the position 
on a “wing and a prayer” and that she wanted to thank 
everyone, especially Beth Hackenburg and the Buildings 
& Grounds Committee for helping her throughout the 
year. She stated due to Covid she only had one Buildings 
& Grounds meeting.  Beth Hackenburg and Art have done 
a great job of keeping the building clean and sanitized. 
Here are a few projects completed in this past year 
 1.  Our boiler was inspected, drain line repaired.  
Old boiler was d/c’d per request from our Travelers Ins 
for safety. 

2.  Brian Earhart installed new LED lights and 
fixture over the kitchen sink and new sink seals, strainers 
were installed. 

3.  The Men’s faucets were replaced with the 
Women’s and the Sacristy next on the list to do. 

Minutes from the 178th Annual Parish Meeting 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church - Fremont, Ohio 

January 17th, 2021 
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4.  The dishwasher was finally totally repaired.  A 

huge thank you to Barb Baker (Beth Hackenberg’s mom) 
for covering the $1,000.00 insurance deductible.  

 5.  Michael Goessner did Spring/Fall clean up on 
the courtyard and out front of our church.  He also did 
summer spraying to keep up on the courtyard.  Thank 
you, Michael!! 

 6.  We are in the process of selling 50 buckets of 
the Ice Melt that we have in abundance for $20.00 per 
bucket.  Please see Tom or Tina Hasselbach if you would 
like to purchase any.  To date we have sold 6 buckets. 

  7.  The water leak outside the Guild Room came 
from the rubber roofing.  A repair was made. 

  8.  The Parish Hall from the back hall to the 
kitchen door was painted by Beth Hackenburg & Denise 
Sanchez. Thank you!  
 
Tina looks forward to getting back in church and giving 
that ole dishwasher a run for its money and being 
together for worship and enjoying our church family at 
coffee hour.  She said that we have been blessed by the 
Diocese with a huge financial gift – so let us not 
disappoint them!  Keep St. Paul’s shining bright on the 
Episcopal Map and continue to do Gods work in our 
community.  
 
A motion was made by Tom Stucky with a second by Bill 
Young to approve the three reports:  Priests, Sr. Warden 
and Jr. Warden.  It was passed by voice vote.  
 
Tom Stucky thanked those involved that did the videos so 
that church could be seen online. 
 
Justin Rife gave the report of the Children’s Ministry.  He 
said not a lot happened during the year.   He does hope 
to send out a video to be a companion to our regular 
church service with things children can do at home.   He is 
looking at a couple of ministry models.  His plans are to 
make them inspirational for children and adults.  He 
recently read a poem and it said how when you look at 
kids, they take all the challenges with optimism.  Denise 
Sanchez said that she and granddaughter, Reece will 
look forward to Justin’s videos.  
 
Matt reported that Connecting Communities hit the pause 
button with the pandemic and only met a couple times 
over Zoom.  The plan is to hopefully pick back up once 
Covid is over. 
 
Marcia Webster was not in attendance, so Matt showed 
her Financial Report online and he thanked us for our 
giving. Beth played a song called “We’re Still Standing” 
and it felt appropriate for the times. 
 
Randy Speer presented the Foundation Report stating 

that no funds were given to the church for operating 
income in 2020.  He said that earnings started out slow 
but ended the year a little better than it began.  He felt 
it was that way because of the Pandemic and that they 
will continue to move forward. 
 
Ken Rutski made a motion to accept the above reports 
with a second by Tom Stucky.  It was passed by voice 
vote. 
 
Matt gave the Treasurer’s Report and presented the 
Budget.  He stated that with the $30,000.00 gift from 
the Toledo Community Foundation (with 2 more years to 
receive that-until 2023) and if we receive the 
$10,000.00 gift from Gary Shilling, plus the 
$65,000.00 we received from the Diocese, with just a 
little more we can meet our budget for 2021. Since we 
are not assessed on the $65,000.00 given to us by the 
Diocese, we are saving approximately six to seven 
thousand dollars in assessments. Another huge help with 
the budget is that Melanie Walgren took on a full-time 
position at GLCAP and now insures the Walgren family.  
This is a savings of approximately $25,000.00 to our 
church. 
 
Matt feels that the heartbeat of this church is incredible 
and that we knew we did not have much in our 
Foundation, but we wanted to continue if possible and 
that is why we called a full-time priest.  Matt said that 
he is very blessed to be here and that he will continue to 
push forward to do what we can together. Bill Young 
voted with a second by Chyleen Scott that the 2021 
budget that was presented be approved. It was passed 
by voice vote. 
 
In conclusion, Matt is blessed to be here even though we 
may take hits we will keep on standing and moving 
forward to accomplish great things together.  He then 
gave the closing prayer and blessing. 
 
Tom Stucky made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 
Randy Speer.  It was passed by voice vote. Meeting was 
adjourned at 1p.m. Carolyn Speer closed the meeting 
with leading us all in “Jesus Loves Us”. 

 
  
 Respectfully submitted, 

 
Tina Hasselbach, Recording Secretary 
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Jace Burgess 3/4 

Jeff Hasselbach 3/4 

Jio Hasselbach 3/4 

Samantha Burgess 3/6 

Janet Burger 3/7 

Carolyn Speer 3/11 

Randy Speer 3/11 

Arthur Brockmueller 3/15 

Wilbert Henry 3/16 

Tom Scott 3/16 

Christian Motot 3/19 

Scott Warner 3/19 

Isabel Wahlgren 3/27  

 

 

 

How does AmazonSmile work? 

When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are prompted to 

select a charitable organization from over one million eligible 

organizations. In order to browse or shop at AmazonSmile, 

customers must first select a charitable organization. For eligible 

purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile Foundation will 

donate 0.5% of the purchase price to the customer’s selected 

charitable organization.  

Go directly to St. Paul’s link           

http://bit.ly/AmazonStPaulsFremont (if you get an error just click 

refresh) 

or  

smile.amazon.com and look up St. Paul’s Church, Fremont Ohio by 

our EIN number which is 34-4430851 

Whenever you shop make sure you go to smile.amazon.com and 

make sure St. Paul’s is still chosen to ensure our donation. 

 

support St. Paul’s 
 

We give thanks to God for the 
following people and we give thanks 
to them as well.  
 
Thanks to Denise Sanchez, Beth 
Hackenburg for coordinating the 
February Community meals and 
those who helped distribute the  
meals. 

 

Thanks to Pattee Kuzma and Chyleen 
Scott for helping with newsletter 

assembly. 

 

Denise Sanchez, Beth Hackenburg, 
Randy Speer, Carolyn Speer, Tina 
Hasselbach, Tom Hasselbach and 
Bridget Wood who entered our sign 
contest.  Shirts can be picked up 
from 10-2pm, Monday through 
Friday or contact Jo to schedule a 

pickup. 

 

I missed hosting Shrove Tuesday pancake supper 

this year.  I have great hope for its return next 

year. 

Chyleen Scott 
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In the Diocese of Ohio 

Joe Binder, Rick Brown, Samantha Burgess and family, Cookie, Cynthia DeCoursey, Ted Goodwin, Richard Graeter, 
David Earl Hasselbach, Jacob Hasselbach, Kay Klein, Carlene Lemcke, Joseph Margoni, Alice Miller, Betty Miller, Mary 
Lynne Moyers, Steve Mulligan, Lewis Orr serving in the military, Mary Lou Parker, Megan, Gary Sanchez, Chyleen 

Scott, Clarice Sayle, Liz Stoner, Brooke Taylor, Deloris Tolhurst, Lori Tolhurst, Katherine Young. 

March 7 ,  2021  
In the Diocese of Ohio, pray for the Cuyahoga Mission Area. 
St. John's Church, Cleveland 
St. Luke's Church, Cleveland, The Rev. Christopher M. Decatur, Priest-in-Charge 
The Rev. Barbara J. Maxwell, Deacon 
Trinity Cathedral, Cleveland, The Rev. Bernard (BJ) Owens, Dean, The Rev. 
Adrienne M. Koch, Priest Associate 

  

March 14 , 2021  
In the Diocese of Ohio, pray for the Cuyahoga Mission Area. 
St. Paul's Church, Cleveland Heights; The Rev. Jeanne A. Leinbach, Rector, the 
Rev. Jessie G. Dodson, Associate  Rector, The Rev. Brandon C. Ashcraft, 
Assistant Rector 
Church of the Ascension, Lakewood, The Rev. Vincent Black, Part-Time Priest-in-
Charge 
St. Peter's Church, Lakewood 

  

March 21 , 2021  
In the Diocese of Ohio, pray for the Cuyahoga Mission Area. 
All Saints Church, Parma, The Rev. Noah M. Sutterisch, Priest-in-Charge 
Christ Church, Shaker Heights, The Rev. Peter Faass, Rector 
Advent Episcopal Church, Westlake 

  

March 28 , 2021  
In the Diocese of Ohio, pray for the Northeast Mission Area. 
St. Peter's Church, Ashtabula; The Rev. Peter W. Nielsen, III, Rector 
St. Martin's Church, Chagrin Falls; The Rev. John Anthony Cerrato, III, 
Rector, The Rev. Terrence P. Dautel, Priest Associate 
St. Luke's Church, Chardon; The Rev. Christopher McCann, Rector 
Christ Church, Geneva; The Rev Dr. C. Thomas Jackson, Interim Supply 

Church of the Epiphany, Euclid; The Rev. Rosalind C. Hughes, Rector  
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The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, Presiding Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Mark Hollingsworth, Jr., Bishop, Diocese of Ohio 
The Rev. Matt Wahlgren, Priest-in-Charge 

 
 

Vestry Members: Carolyn Speer (23) Senior Warden,  
Tina Hasselbach (21) Junior Warden,  

Kay Klein (21) Clerk, Bill Young (22), Chyleen Scott (22),  
Ken Rutski (23), Mary Bower (22) 

 
Treasurer: Kay Klein 

  Financial Secretary: Marcia Webster 
 

Church Phone:  419-332-3032 
Church E-mail:  stpaulsfremont@sbcglobal.net 
Office Hours:  Monday-Friday (10am-2pm) 

  

ST. PAUL’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
206 N. Park Avenue 
Fremont, Ohio  43420 

 

Dated Material: Please deliver 

by February 26 

EMERGENCY CONTACTS: 

Rev. Matt Wahlgren: 419-388-5806; mattwahlgren@gmail.com  
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